
Responses to Consultation on the Review of Breckland’s Licensing Policy – October 2007 
 

Respondent Summary of Comments Recommended Changes to Licensing Policy 

British Beer and Pub Association Comments are generic to all policies throughout UK 
and made before our request was sent out. As such 
the matters refer to issues which have caused 
concerns elsewhere in UK e.g. Canterbury . They 
largely relate to procedural errors that we do not 
believe are relevant to Breckland 

None necessary as existing good practice by 
Licensing Team and Committee deal with these 
issues. 

Vanessa Scott – Strattons Hotel in Swaffham Requests a shorter process  Process of applying for a licence is determined by 
regulations that cannot be changed by an LA 
although central government review is ongoing and 
may well allow stream- lined processes. 

No policy changes possible 

Punch Taverns No Comments N/A 

Veronica Savage Partnership Working? Not really a change in policy rather suggested 
improvements in how we operate. This is 
disappointing as the Licensing Team spent much 
time advising and helping village halls make 
applications. 

No change to policy required. 

Thetford Kebab House Wants extended hours Not a policy issue but owner has been advised how 
to apply for a Variation. No change to policy 
required. 

Swaffham and District Conservative Club No Comments No change to policy required. 

Rockland Village Hall Management Committee Cost of Temporary Event Notices No change to policy required. Fees for TENs are 
determined by Central Government.This may be 
part of a review that is being carried out as many 



village halls have been concerned with costs of 
TENs. 

Swaffham Town Council No Comments made No change to policy required. 

Chris Hepher of Steeles Solicitors 1. Policy comments on Planning/Licensing 
decisions in 9.5 of current policy. Advice 
given re wording to help guide applicants 
understand this dual role.  

2. Wording suggested as contained in a policy 
drafted by Barnsley Council. 

3. Responsible Authorities details on website 
to aid applicants 

 Separation of decision of Licensing and Planning 
Committees is essential and licensing decisions 
cannot be determined by lack of Planning 
Permission. However, suggested wording would 
make applicants clearer on the inter-relationship of 
these functions. 

Suggest the insertion of as this suggested as good 
practice by Steeles:  

The Licensing Authority considers that in the 
normal course it is desirable for planning 
permission to have been obtained prior to the 
consideration of a licence application. However, 
it is acknowledged that in certain 
circumstances this may not be practical or 
appropriate. The absence of a planning 
permission will not preclude the consideration 
of any application upon its own merits 
 
RA details are on Breckland’s website already. 

 

 


